
   

 

The Site Steward Council held 
their quarterly meeting (via 
Zoom) February 5, 2022.  New 
officers elected were:  Council 
Chair, Bob Florek (Rio Chama), 
Vice Chair, Carolyn Florek (Rio 
Chama), Treasurer, Susan 
McGrew (Rio Chama), Secre-
tary, Anne Beckett (Gallina), and 
Members at Large:  Bob Bender 
(Pecos), Grace Brill (Rio Cha-
ma), Lee Onstott (Pecos), and 
Mary Ann Onstott (Pecos). 
 
Many thanks to the outgoing   
officers for their service and  
support during the past difficult 
and unprecedented two years! 
 
The next SSC meeting will be 
held on April 23, 10 AM, but 
whether online or in person is 
still to be determined. 

Message from Bob Florek: 

I’m happy and honored to serve as 
this year’s chairperson of the Site 
Steward Council. Like so many   
others, when Carolyn and I retired 
in 2015, we found our way to Santa 
Fe as quickly as possible! And in-
stead of golf or fishing, we found 
archeology to be a wonderful retire-
ment pastime. So, of course, partici-
pation in the SFNF Site Steward 
program is a perfect fit for us, as  
I’m sure it is for you as well.    
 
With warmer weather approaching 
and, just maybe, a return to some 
kind of post-covid normalcy, we’re 
looking forward to another season 
of exploring the National Forest and 
learning more about the history of 
this fascinating area. I hope to meet 
many of you in 2022, either at a 
meeting or in the field.  
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Currently we are all still tele-working. There 
is discussion of the move back to offices 
being completed by the end of March, with 
everyone required to be back in the office 
at minimum one day a week. I’m not sure 
what that will mean for hosting groups in 
the office spaces;  it sounds like a lot of the 
details are still being worked out and final-
ized. 

All the recent talk is about the Infrastructure 
Bill and a potential uptick in spending on 
Forests nation-wide. The message trickling 
down is still not clear for what it means for 
the Heritage Program, other than more 
work. Currently, the money the Region is 
expecting is earmarked for support of land-
scape restoration projects. This involves 
the Fuels and Forestry Programs (fire and 
timber) and their ongoing and out-year   
projects. There has been some talk of in-
creasing capacity through hiring; however, 
it is unknown what programs and what level 
of positions that would entail. At the current 
time, it does not include increased funding 
for projects in support of heritage/cultural 
resources. 

 The beginning of February was  temporary 
hiring week for the Regional Forests. The 
Heritage program was hoping to hire on 11 
temporary/seasonal employees to assist 
with heritage survey and reporting planned 
across the Zones this year. Unfortunately, 
we were able to find only 4-5 candidates 
still available and wanting to work on the 
Forest (as of Feb. 4). This will put a higher 
burden on our Heritage staff. Please have 

patience with us as we work through the 
increase in Forest expectations. 

There seems to be either an uptick in 
damages recorded to cultural resources 
across the Forest (see photo), or just in-
creased visitation and reporting. This is a 
concern and we very much appreciate the 
Stewards’ dedication and ability to get out 
and visually inspect a lot of these re-
sources. You all are very important to our 
ability to increase the Forest’s visibility out 
on the landscape. 

—Kathi Turner 

Heritage Program Manager, SFNF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A lithic found in a user-created road that cuts 
across an Archaic site. The road was created by 
climbing groups to access an unauthorized alcove 
on the Caja del Rio.  Photo provided by Kathi 
Turner. 

News from the Forest 
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2022 marks the fourteenth year anniversary 
of the founding of the Site Steward Founda-
tion in 2008, and we continue our assis-
tance to Site Steward programs in New 
Mexico and Colorado. The 2021 Site Watch 
and Foundation annual meetings and elec-
tion of officers were held online over two 
days, April 16 and April 17. The Foundation 
Board of Directors is pleased to announce 
that Mike Bremer has joined the board as a 
member-at-large. Mike brings a wealth of 
knowledge, energy, and enthusiasm to the 
Foundation. We are thrilled to welcome him 
on board. Other current board members are 
Gary Newgent (President), Phil Young (Vice 
President), Mary Jebsen (Secretary), Ray 
Willison (Treasurer), Bill Hudson (Member-
at-Large) and Shelley Thompson (Member-
at-Large). 

Thanks to a recent generous $1,000 dona-
tion to the Foundation by Lee and Candie 
Borduin, the Foundation is pleased to an-

nounce that the H. Wayne Nelson grant of 
$1,000 will be offered in 2022 with a new 
grant application deadline of March 31, 
2022 and new award date of June 1, 2022. 

To review a list of previous grants awarded, 
visit “Projects” on our website, sitesteward-
foundation.org. Contact Gary Newgent at 
sitestewardfoundation@gmail.com for a 
grant application.  

The Foundation is currently planning a two-
day, three-night tour for this April, visiting 
the Aztec West Pueblo in Aztec, New   

Mexico, and Navajo pueblitos and rock art 
panels in Largo Canyon, New Mexico. 
Dates and details of the tour will be an-

nounced in March. A fall tour is being 
planned for the Tularosa, New Mexico ar-
ea, visiting sites in Tularosa Canyon, 
White Sands National Park, and Three 
Rivers Petroglyphs.  

The 2022 SiteWatch and Foundation an-
nual meetings will be held this spring, date 
and venue to be determined. The Archae-
ological Society of New Mexico’s 2022  
annual meeting will be held May 5 – 8, 
2022. The Foundation will be organizing 
and hosting the 2022 Pecos Conference, 
tentatively scheduled for August 11 - 14, 
2022 on Rowe Mesa near Rowe, New 
Mexico. 

Please help us make our goal of over   
100 members in 2022.  If you are not a 
member of the Site Steward Foundation, 
or have not renewed your membership for 
2022, please consider joining or renewing 
today. The Foundation accepts credit 
cards for membership dues and donations 
on our website, sitestewardfoundation.org.  
If you would like to be notified of Founda-
tion tours and activities, please subscribe 
to our email list on the Foundation web-
site. 

Thank you for your support of Site Stew-
ards!  

 
— Gary Newgent, President  

 

Site Steward Foundation Update  
 

1/31/2022 

sitestewardfoundation.org
sitestewardfoundation.org
mailto:sitestewardfoundation@gmail.com
sitestewardfoundation.org
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The Northern New Mexico Riparian, Aquat-
ic, and Wetland Restoration (NNM-RAWR) 
Decision was signed recently. The purpose 
of this project is to maintain or enhance  
watershed and range health by restoring 
riparian, wetland, and associated upland 
and aquatic habitats; promoting species 
recovery and diversity; and allowing for 
grazing and sustainable human uses.  

Low-tech restoration practices are one set 
of “tools” included within the NNM-RAWR. 
These practices focus on restoring pro-
cesses utilizing local and on-site materials 
through regenerative and sustainable     
design principles. Some of these practices 
are similar to those used by precontact in-
digenous cultures across the arid south-
west to manage water: 

Rock dams are grade control structures 
built with a single layer of rock, intended to 
stabilize channels by slowing the flow of 
water, capturing sediment, recruiting vege-
tation, and slowly aggrading the channel. 
These structures increase soil moisture, 
infiltration, and plant growth.  

Zuni bowls are structures used to stabilize 
headcuts and promote soil moisture reten-

tion, encouraging the establishment of vege-
tation. The original concept for the Zuni bowl 
was developed by the people of Zuni Pueblo 
and Bill Zeedyk.  

A Beaver Dam Analogue (BDA) is a struc-
ture that encourages restoration of important 
processes like those associated with beaver 
activity. BDAs are designed to raise the wa-
ter table, reconnect the stream to its flood-
plain, increase overbank flow, and provide 
wildlife and fish habitat.  

In the coming years we intend to increase 

the pace and scale of watershed restoration 
through strategic planning and implementa-
tion of the NNM-RAWR. 

—Micah Kiesow 

Author’s Note:  I serve as the Soil and     
Watershed Program Manager and Burned 
Area Emergency Response (BAER) Coordi-
nator for the Santa Fe National Forest. The 
watershed program on the forest currently 
includes the Forest Hydrologist, Amina    
Sena, the Forest Fish Biologist, Stephen 
Hampton, and myself. We work closely   
with other resource areas to deliver a strong  
multiple-use forest restoration program. 

Gallina:  Road conditions are impeding site 
visits.  In spite of the arduous trek, stewards 
successfully reached the Castles of the 
Chama site last fall. 

Rio Chama – Six site stewards on inactive 
status. K. Paul has done one-on-one train-
ing with four new people. A new steward for 
Tsi'pin needs a partner with a 4WD, high-
clearance vehicle. More stewards needed  
in this area! 

Garcia – Cattle in the area between Los Ala-
mos and San Ildefonso and Santa Clara.  
The Guaje site in particular is being impact-
ed.  Roads to sites continue to deteriorate.   

— Continued on pg 7 

At the Site Steward Council meeting on 
Feb. 5, five provisional site stewards were 
certified:  Katy Blanchard, Rick Blanchard, 
and Joe Stack (Gallina) and Andrew Akin 
and Bob Dolci (Rio Chama). 

The Site Steward classroom training origi-
nally scheduled for March 2020 will be held 
as an online class on April 16, 2022. Site 
steward candidates will be notified by 
email. 

ATL Reports: 

Caja del Rio:  See story on pg 5. 

Jemez: No report. 

Soil and Watershed Programs on the SFNF 

Area Reports 
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This is only the second one discovered by 
John on the Caja.  The other one, just dis-
covered, is found in a side canyon off the La 
Cieneguilla escarpment.  

Megafauna rub 

The second stop was the principal ceremo-

nial site (also monitored by Site Stewards) 
on a ridge overlooking the Los Aguajes 
pueblo ruins to the north.  John had discov-
ered the damage on this site the previous 
day when inspecting the route for the tour.  

 Damage to Ceremonial Site 

—Continued on pg 7 

Nine Site Stewards, primarily from the Caja 
del Rio group, participated in a tour led by 
John L. Pitts to study three ceremonial sites 
surrounding the Los Aguajes pueblo ruin.   

November 23, 2021 was a perfect day, both  
in terms of weather and of discoveries.   

The first stop was the Powerline Site with its 
ceremonial site perched on a basalt hill just to 
the west of Tetilla Peak. This small shrine has 
an excellent view not only of the distant 
mountain peaks of the Sangre de Cristos and 
Jemez, but also down La Bajada all the way 
to Sandia Crest.  While there is some rock art 
adjacent to the Powerline shrine, with unfortu-
nate graffiti, the group also was able to exam-
ine an obsidian projectile point discovered on 
an earlier visit (the site is monitored by Site 
Stewards).   

Powerline Site  

As an added surprise, John pointed out a spot 
on the rough basalt cliffs below the shrine 
where evidently megafauna had used a pro-
trusion to scratch themselves.  The repeated 
rubbing by megafauna at least 10,000 years 
ago created a smooth area where lichen can 
no longer grow.  Such megafauna rubs are 
fairly common in the Southeast regions of 
New Mexico, such as the area surrounding 
the Cornuda Peaks, but are not often found in 
the northern regions of the state.   

Site Stewards Tour of Caja del Rio Ceremonial Sites — 
Damage Analyzed 
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This volume (UNM Press, 2019) addresses the 
Genizaro Nation spanning the American 
Southwest, focusing on northern and central 
New Mexico as well as southern Colorado. It 
resulted from a seminar put on by the Cultural 
Resources Center of the University of New 
Mexico and hosted by the School for Ad-
vanced Research of Santa Fe, followed by a 
community symposium hosted by the Pueblo 
de Abiquiu.  

The history of the peoples of New Mexico, or 
Northern New Spain, is vastly complicated,   
different in character from the English colonies 
in the eastern U.S., largely rewritten and pur-
posefully muddled by various political agen-
das;  thus much was unintentionally forgotten 
through time.  

The concept of “genizaro” involves the process 
of “mestizaje,” or the blending of various Na-
tive American cultures with the Hispanic one 
resulting from Spanish colonization. This in-
cludes those descending from nomadic tribes 
such as the Utes, Navajo, Paiute, Kiowa, and 
Comanche, but also individuals of Pueblo de-
scent who were dispelled from their communi-
ties for various reasons, becoming detribalized 

and Hispanicized. The process began as early 
as 1592, with indigenous Mexican natives at-
tending explorations and settlements into what 
would become New Mexico. This group ulti-
mately settled in Santa Fe at the Pueblo de 
Analco just across the Santa Fe River from the 
Spanish capital.  

Throughout the Spanish colonial era, the    
common and age-old practice among Native 
Americans of taking hostages during warfare, 
primarily young children and women from ene-
my tribes, was capitalized upon, and ransoms 
were paid for domestic and slave labor by His-
panic colonists. Over two centuries of this pro-
cess by Spanish settlers, a blending of cultures 
took place;  by 1800, it is believed that over a 
third of the population of the region was an   
unidentified Indo-Hispano blend.  

To protect larger Hispanic posts from raids by 
Native American groups, New Mexican gover-
nors granted genizaro populations an oppor-
tunity to own land, albeit at risk of being raided. 
This was the case for Abiquiu Pueblo, the 
Pueblo of Taos, and the genizaro settlements  
of the Sandias (Placitas, Las Huertas, and   
Carnué) established to protect Albuquerque. 

During the Mexican Independence era, the   
category of slavery was eliminated;  conven-
tions of slavery in the Southwest continued, but 
were disguised as servitude and documented 
as largely voluntary. This persisted through the 
American abolition movement of the 1860s,       
further erasing details of the past, with far-
reaching implications for those separated in 
youth from the households and cultures of their 
births.  

These efforts (in addition to the New Mexico 
statehood agenda, circa 1920, of claiming a  
direct, unmarred Spanish past, one that was 
“more white” and likely to lead to acceptance 
into a nation of European descent), led many, 
including leaders of mixed heritage, to largely 
ignore and socially eradicate acknowledgement 
of a Native American past. This insistence    
persists today among many Neuvomexicano 
families. 

(continued on pg 9) 

Review of Nación Genízara  
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In previous weeks, some person or persons 
had cleared an area inside the rock circle 
and used rocks to build a small wall. The 
cleared area did not show an attempt to  ex-
cavate, just to clear away the overlying 
rocks.  The SFNF archaeologist has been 
informed of this tampering with the shrine, 
and a visit is scheduled in the near future to 
inspect the damage formally and determine 
steps to avert future damage to the site. The 
shrine did not have a sign indicating that it 
was monitored by Site Stewards. It might   
be advisable to place a sign there so that 
visitors in the future realize it is an important 
ruin which should be left unmolested.  

Following lunch, the tour ended with the   
exploration of a small, hard-to-detect shrine 
to the north of Los Aguajes pueblo prop-
er.   It is located on a ridge with a view to the 
South towards Cochiti Pueblo and did not 

show any damage except due to age.  A 

large juniper tree has rooted in the center of 
the shrine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Los Aguajes shrine 

While returning to the vehicles, John stopped 
to show the participants a distinctive red stone 

(quartzite?) mano on the margins of a small 
drainage.  All in all, a successful visit!  

—Article and photos, John Pitts 

Caja del Rio Visit, continued from pg 5 

ATL Reports, continued from pg 4 

Pecos:  Site stewards have been active and recently visited a number of sites, including  
Anton Chico and the Hacienda. New locks were purchased and installed at the gates to the 
Archaic site.  Cattle are having an impact on sites. Cathy Gates is retiring as ATL and will be 
replaced by Felicia Probert and Sharon Paris as co-ATLs. 

Thank You, Cathy Gates! 

After thirteen years as Area Team Leader for the Pecos area, Cathy Gates is stepping 

down. As one of the longest serving leads, she has spent countless hours training stewards 
in the field, making sure reports were on time and correct, coordinating with SFNF heritage 
staff, and serving on the council, all the while enduring endless miles of bouncing around on 
the always rough forest roads. In addition to the regular duties of the team lead, she also 
helped with the Pecos Conference and coordinated steward-led public tours of two archaic 

sites on Rowe Mesa.  

While Cathy enjoys a well-earned “retirement” from her team lead duties, we are happy to 
report that she and her husband Gordon are staying on the team as stewards. On behalf of 

the Council, and Pecos stewards past and present, we extend our sincere thanks and      
appreciation to Cathy for her leadership and many contributions to the protection of our    
nation’s heritage resources.                — Felicia Probert 
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Anyone who has travelled through Jemez 
Springs heading north on NM Highway 4 
during the past two years has noticed the 
construction activity just past the bridge 
over the Jemez River. The construction is 
the result of a years-long effort to replace 
the dilapidated Jemez Ranger Station with 
a modern facility. 

The area on the east side of the Jemez  
River south of Soda Dam has been the site 
of the Jemez Ranger Station since 1966 
and serves as the location of the new 
Jemez District Office complex. The original 
complex was starting to show its age and it 
was determined that a new office was need-
ed. The Regional Office in Albuquerque al-
located the funds for the project and it went 
out to bid in the fall of 2019. The primary 
contractor of the project is Weil Construc-
tion, along with a score of sub-contractors. 
They have worked through all the vagaries 
of weather, supply delays, and the pan-
demic to create a facility that will last for 
years to come. The cost of the project is  
approximately $8.5 million dollars.  

 

Figure 1: The Jemez Ranger Station as it appeared in 
1966, looking west.  Photo provided by Peter Taylor. 

 

 

 

The new Jemez Ranger Station consists of a 
two-story main office, a warehouse, and a fire 
station large enough to house the district’s fire 
engines, equipment, and crew. The new office 
will have an elevator (to comply with the 
Americans With Disability Act of 1990) and 
office space for the district personnel. 

 

Figure 2: New Jemez District Office  entrance view, looking 
northwest.  Photo provided by Peter Taylor. 

Demolition of the 54-year-old facility was  
completed in May 2020 and the new office 
foundation was poured in November of that 
year. Between these two events, power lines, 
phone lines, and internet cables were relocat-
ed underground and the footprint of the entire 
complex was contoured, graded, and modified 
to fit the new design plan. The hill to the east 
of the main building was cut into and levelled 
and the slope leading to the on-site residence 
was terraced with large stone blocks. A water 
tank was installed in the former employee 
parking lot.  

Much of the debris from the demolition was 
recycled under the Green Building Initiative,  

(continued on pg. 9) 

 

New Jemez District Office Construction 
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During the social movements of the 1960s,  
Hispanics in the western U.S. began to reclaim 

their native past.  Many began to proudly pro-
claiming being Chicano/Chicana, a nod at   
indigenous Mexican roots and rejection of   

European imperialism.  

The past several decades have seen a resur-

gence of efforts to uncover details of the past 
of many individuals belonging to the Hispanic 

culture of the Southwest using genealogical 
records, baptismal records, oral tradition, and 
genetic data, and by proclaiming grant sover-

eignty and continuing to practice annual festi-
vals that include dances such as the Coman-
chita and Nanillé at Alcalde, Abiquiu, Carnué 

and others. This volume uncovers this native 
past for those who have historically kept it   

hidden and resurrects the cultural blending  
that makes this region so unique, a uniqueness 
that has now become a source of pride. 

 

Nación Genízara pays homage to pioneering 
genizaro historians and artists. Each chapter 

was contributed by a leading historian, scholar, 
artist, archaeologist, geneticist, genealogist, or 
descendant of existing genizaro communities. 

For us archeologists, this includes a chapter on 
“Genizaro Ethnogenesis and the Archaeological 

Record" by Charles Carrillo, a Hopi-Tewa de-
scendant from the Pueblo de Abiquiu. The book 
also honors Edward Dozier, of Santa Clara and 

Anglo ancestry, who advised genizaro scholars 
in history and anthropology while at the Universi-
ty of Arizona, and Alfonso Ortiz, also of Santa 

Clara, whose subject matter included the       
relationship between Natives and Hispanos in 

New Mexico. All of the contributing authors 
acknowledge their own genizaro past; and the 
reader gets to know the writers intimately, if not 

through their families’ stories which they share, 
then through the research projects or efforts of 
which they are a part. 

— Jordan Jarrett, Assistant Zone Archeologist 

Espanola/Coyote Zone   

which requires the contractor to find a mar-
ket to recycle or reuse salvageable material 
such as cardboard, packing material, scrap 
metal, and even concrete in order to obtain 
a Green Globes designation for the project.  

The Jemez Ranger District employees will 
be moving to the new location in spring 
2022. Employees of the District will be pack-
ing up and moving sometime in March or 
April from the current temporary office in  
the old Paraclete Monastery that the Park 
Service (Valles Caldera) has generously 
shared with the Forest Service for the dura-
tion of the construction.  

Feel free to stop by and visit.  

— Peter M. Taylor 

Jemez District Archaeologist 

Figure 3: New Jemez District Office, looking south.     
Photo provided by Peter Taylor. 

Nación Genízara review, continued from pg. 6 

New Jemez Ranger Station, continued from pg. 8 
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The Archeological Society of New Mexico will hold its annual  
meeting online on May 5 – 8, 2022. See the Taos Archeological 
Society website, https://www.taosarch.org/ASNM2022, for more 

information.  Registration is free;  donations are encouraged. 

The American Rock Art Research Association conference, June 
17—20, 2022, will be held online.  See the ARARA website, 
https://arara.wildapricot.org/, for updates. 
 

The Site Steward Foundation will be organizing and hosting the 
2022 Pecos Conference, scheduled for August 11 —14, 2022 on 
Rowe Mesa near Rowe, New Mexico.  Site Stewards are invited to 
volunteer to help with parking, registration, and other jobs.  Shifts 

are four hours, and volunteers get free admission to the confer-
ence and a free dinner on Saturday evening.  If interested, contact 
Gary Newgent at sitestewardfoundation@gmail.com. 

La Cieneguilla Petroglyphs Vandalized 

It’s every Site Steward’s worst nightmare:  Finding fresh graffiti on 
a site that was recently monitored. Unfortunately, this happened 
in mid-January on the La Cieneguilla Petroglyph site on BLM land 
southwest of Santa Fe. The site is monitored by NM SiteWatch 

volunteers, as well as concerned locals, but all it takes is a moon-
lit night and someone with a can of spray paint. 

The vandalism has been extensively covered in local media:  See 

the Santa Fe New Mexican story, the Albuquerque Journal story, 
and the Outside Online story for perspectives on the damage.  
The nonprofit organization New Mexico Wild is offering a $5,000 
reward for information leading to the arrest of the person(s) who 

vandalized the site: story.  An investigation is in progress, and  
remediation of the site is planned, but the vandalism may have 
long-term effects. 
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