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Currently the Forest is still mainly teleworking. We have been told by Leadership they will be meeting in midJanuary to discuss opening up/back to
the office strategies. According to the
Washington Office, we are currently
supposed to be back in the office by
March 14th. However, that may change
depending on how the winter goes.
We had a great Annual Meeting on
October 16th. I appreciate all the time
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INS ID E TH IS I SSU E:

NEWS FROM THE FOREST
Not a whole lot has changed on the
Forest in the past few weeks. The
Heritage Program worked hard towards
the end of the fiscal year to meet accomplishments and targets. The Santa
Fe Heritage Program surpassed its
target this year, in large part due to the
continuing efforts and dedication of the
Site Stewards. The whole of the Santa
Fe Heritage Program, and the Forest,
thanks all of you. The last couple of
years have been hard on everyone,
but we all very much appreciate your
patience and dedication.
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everyone took to come to the meeting.
Great discussions and presentations
were given by Jordan Jarrett, Jeremy
Kulisheck, and Jessica Badner. Jessica
Badner, NM Site Watch Coordinator,
came just to introduce herself, but was
a good sport when asked to do an impromptu presentation on NM Site
Watch.
On November 4th, Nikki Berkebile
arranged a site visit with the new Law
Enforcement Officer, Lucas Soules, to
the Hacienda Site on the Pecos/Las
Vegas Ranger District. Cathy Gates
and Felicia Probert were able to join us
to discuss some of the ongoing issues
on the site and to start the discussion of
possible protection measures. This was
the first time Liz Cutright-Smith and I
were able to visit the site, so it was a
good education for us also. It was a
good day of hiking and talking. Great
information sharing with Cathy and
Felicia. [See the photo on pg 3.]
— Kathi Turner
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COUNCIL CHAIR’S MESSAGE
It's nice to see that site stewarding on
the SFNF is ramping up again, according to the Area Team Leaders at the
Annual Meeting. While we must still be
vigilant of our health, and the rules
governing our interactions (like wearing
masks and keeping a suitable distance
when possible), getting back out to the
sites is a nice activity. And it is probably
pretty low-risk.
There was quite a bit of discussion of
road conditions and site access. That's
an ongoing challenge that we'll have to
work on in partnership with the Forest
Service. Many of the areas have roads
that are almost impassable at times due
to mud or very deep ruts. Those roads
will likely need heavy equipment to
repair.

Another item of interest that came up
was the need for more (and new) people to consider serving on the Site
Steward Council. Like many volunteer
groups, the same people tend to serve
as chair, vice-chair, treasurer, at-large
council member, etc. It would be nice
to have a few new people offer to take a
position.

The positions are one-year terms with
the opportunity to serve a second
year. There are typically four Council
meetings per year, each lasting about
two hours on a Saturday morning.
Please let your ATL know if you are
interested in pursuing a spot on the
Council.
—Will Dearholt

Charlie Koenig
Jeremy Kulisheck
Gary Newgent

Kathi Turner
The editors thank you!
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Site Stewards Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of the SFNF Site Stewards was
held October 16, 2021 at the Jemez Falls Campground. For many of us, this was our first opportunity to see our fellow Site Stewards in person in nearly
two years, so it was a happy reunion. Due to Covid
safety precautions, the meeting lasted only one day
and no field trips took place. We also had to forego
our usual potluck and Chili Cookoff — but Kathi
Turner came to the rescue with a generous supply
of donuts, and Susan McGrew provided homemade
chocolate chip cookies.
The group campsite was kindly reserved for us by
Pete Taylor from the Jemez Ranger District It has a
large shelter, but the morning, while beautiful, was
definitely fall-like. Fortunately, firewood was provided, so we were able to gather outside around the
campfire.
Will gave some introductory remarks, then turned the
meeting over to Kathi, who summarized the general
state of the Forest, including archaeology, roads,
fire, and the Jemez Restoration Project. We also
heard from Jessica Badner, New Mexico SiteWatch
coordinator with the State Historic Preservation Division, who discussed their new website and asked for
input on their plans for the next SiteWatch annual
meeting in 2022.

talked about how the raw stone was formed into
usable tools ranging from axes and hammers to
finely flaked points. She came provided with samples to hand around — very helpful for those of us
who have not had the opportunity to study lithics in
detail.

Jordan Jarrett discusses lithics on the SFNF.

The afternoon speaker was Jeremy Kulisheck, who
many of us remember from his tenure with the
SFNF. He is now Forest Archeologist for the Cibola
National Forest and National Grasslands. Many of
us are familiar with the portions of the Cibola that
are closer to cities, but in fact it stretches from Zuni
in the west to the grasslands in the eastern parts of
the state.

His talk addressed mostly
the Kiowa National Grasslands, which are
home to a
wealth of archeological sites
ranging from
rock art and
rock shelters to
the remains of
Jessica Badner (in green sweater) addresses the group.
historic ranches
and farms. It
Next, the ATLs did an "around the table" session
was a very interwith updates on each of the six areas. Issues such
esting talk on a
as road conditions and the need for more stewards
subject we don't
in some areas were discussed.
usually hear
The first speaker in the afternoon was Jordan Jarrett, much about.
Assistant Zone Archeologist, SFNF, Espanola/
Coyote Zone. She discussed the types of rocks that
Site Stewards are likely to encounter on sites. She
Jeremy Kulisheck’s presentation.
discussed the differences in the source material and
Continued on pg 5
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SITE STEWARD FOUNDATION ANNUAL UPDATE
Updated 10/13/2021

The Foundation is currently planning a two-day,
three-night tour for next March or April, visiting
Navajo pueblitos and rock art panels in Largo
Canyon, New Mexico. Dates and details of the trip
will be announced in January 2022.
Thanks to a recent generous $1,000 donation to
the Foundation by Lee and Candie Borduin, the
Foundation is pleased to announce that the H.
Wayne Nelson grant of $1,000 will be offered in
2022, with a new grant application deadline of March
31, 2022 and new award date of June 1, 2022.
To review a list of previous grants awarded, visit
“Projects” on our website,
www.sitestewardfoundation.org. Contact Gary
Newgent at sitestewardfoundation@gmail.com for a
grant application.

The Foundation Board of Directors is pleased to
announce that Mike Bremer will be joining the board
as a member-at-large in January 2022. Mike brings a
wealth of knowledge, energy, and enthusiasm to the
Foundation. We are thrilled to welcome him on
board.

The Archaeological Society of New Mexico’s 2022
annual meeting is currently scheduled to be held at
the Sagebrush Inn, Taos, New Mexico May 6 – 8,
2022. The 2022 Pecos Conference is tentatively
scheduled for August 11 - 14, 2022, on Rowe Mesa,
New Mexico.
Please help us make our goal of over 100 members
in 2022. If you are not a member of the Site Steward
Foundation, or have not renewed your membership
for 2022, please consider joining or renewing today.
The Foundation accepts credit cards for membership
dues and donations on our website,
www.sitestewardfoundation.org.
If you would like to be notified of Foundation tours
and activities, please subscribe to our email list on
the Foundation website.

Gary Newgent, President

ATL REPORTS
Gallina:
Anne Beckett reports that the names of three new
provisional Site Stewards have been submitted for
approval by the Council. Otherwise, she writes,
“Difficult road conditions make getting to sites hard
to do and a couple of visits had to be canceled because of them. One interesting thing is that on our
way to the Agri PIT site (FS 6a), Jo Douglas, Katy
Blanchard and I came upon an abandoned campfire
still burning and put it out. A Site Steward’s work is
never done!”
Rio Chama:
K. Paul Jones reports that he contacted four individuals who applied for and were accepted to participate in the Site Steward training session that was
canceled last year due to the Covid outbreak. Their
names have been presented to the Council for approval as provisional Site Stewards, and they have
agreed to attend the next formal training when it is
offered. (Continued on pg. 4.)

Nikki Berkebile, Kathi Turner, and Cathy Gates visit
the Hacienda Site (see story on pg. 1).
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ATL REPORTS, Continued
Pecos:
Cathy Gates writes: We regret to report that two of
our stewards, Tom and Edel Mayer, have resigned
from the program. Tom and Edel have faithfully
monitored sites in Anton Chico and on Rowe Mesa
since 2014, traveling over 200 miles per trip from
their home in Albuquerque to the Pecos areas. At
the request of the Forest Service, Tom and Edel
were one of two Site Steward teams who volunteered to give public tours of two archaic rock art
sites on Rowe Mesa. From 2017 to 2019, Tom and
Edel led 8 tours averaging 15 people per tour. In
addition to expanding their knowledge about these
sites, leading tours required confirming attendance,
accommodating a waiting list, and getting 4 -5 vehicles safely to the sites and back. Tom and Edel’s
understanding of the significance of these sites and
their willingness to share it was a significant contribution to the Forest Service’s efforts to preserve
and protect this unique archaeological resource by
enhancing the public’s awareness and appreciation.
They will be missed!
Tom and Edel at the Hacienda Site

A “Cultural Crossroads” Endangered?
Charlie Koenig shared the following:
The National Nuclear Security Administration, on
behalf of Los Alamos National Laboratory, is seeking approval for a 12.5 mile,115-kilovolt power
transmission line across the Caja del Rio, spanning
the Rio Grande at White Rock Canyon. Concerned
stakeholders would prefer to turn the Caja into "a
cultural heritage area to preserve it from additional
encroachment, and with stricter oversight to prevent
additional damage"...."Leaving the landscape without significant oversight … leaves it vulnerable."
Glen Rosales' article, “A Cultural Crossroads,” first
appeared in the Albuquerque Journal North on
Sept. 5, 2021. It was shared by the NM Wilderness
Alliance and is linked below:
https://www.nmwild.org/2021/09/05/a-culturalcrossroads-and-history-book-of-the-land/

Mike Bremer provided some additional information:
This is called the Electrical Power Capacity Upgrade
(EPCU) project, and the link to the environmental
analysis (EA) web page is: lanl.gov/environment/
epcu/index.shtml
Note that the scoping period closed in May, but the
public comment on the EA will be for 30 days when
the Notice of Availability comes out—which should
be soon.
Editor’s Note:
As of November 15, 2021, the Notice of Availability
has not yet been issued. If this project concerns you
(and, as I’m a Caja del Rio Site Steward, you bet I’m
concerned!), keep an eye on the EA web page linked
above for updates.
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Volunteers Needed on the Kiowa National Grasslands
The Cibola National Forest and National Grasslands is seeking volunteer stewards to assist with monitoring
at-risk archaeological sites on its Kiowa National Grassland unit in northeast New Mexico. Sites include
rock art, rock shelters, shrines, and the remains of ranches and homesteads (see the examples below).
The Kiowa National Grassland (Mills Unit) is located near the town of Roy, about 2¼ hours east of Santa
Fe. Most sites are accessible by passenger car, but high-clearance vehicles are recommended. Access to
some sites requires walking up to one mile, and reaching rock art and rock shelter sites requires short
scrambles on steeper slopes. Both currently certified stewards and new volunteers are welcome. For more
information, please contact Jeremy Kulisheck, Forest Archeologist, at jeremy.kulisheck@usda.gov (505)
346-3873 office, (505) 470-0679 mobile.

Mills Canyon (Canadian River Canyon)

A building from the Mills Orchard Ranch

Portion of a Comanche rock art panel (1740-1780). The
triangles are designs used on parfleche satchels, bison
hide containers made by Plains tribes that were incised
or sometimes brightly painted.

Photos courtesy of Jeremy Kulisheck

Site Stewards Annual Meeting (continued from pg. 2)
Jeremy focused on the cave shelters and tools found near the Canadian River Canyon. He also talked
about how the people living in this area were influenced by both the Puebloan people to the west and the
Plains people to the east. Unfortunately, most of the sites are unprotected and subject to vandalism or
environmental deterioration, and volunteers are needed to monitor them. Jeremy’s photos of the sites
were enticing! (See the write-up above.)
Will Dearholt and Paula Lozar (photos)

Save the Date!
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From Gary Newgent:
You are invited to attend a tour of 3 Los Aguajes Pueblo ceremonial sites on
the Caja del Rio led by John Pitts on Tuesday, November 23, from 10:00
am until 3:00 pm. We will meet at the SFNF office parking lot at 10:00 am to
carpool to the Caja. Please let John or me know if you plan to attend. The
tour will be limited to ten attendees plus guide.
Gary Newgent garynewgent@yahoo.com
John Pitts
serenepix@comcast.net
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The Archaeological Society of New Mexico’s 2022 annual meeting is currently
scheduled to be held at the Sagebrush Inn, Taos, New Mexico, May 6 – 8,
2022.

The 2022 Pecos Conference is tentatively scheduled for August 11 —14,
2022, on Rowe Mesa, New Mexico.
And a film of interest:
In case you were unable to see the documentary, "However Wide the Sky:
Places of Power” that was aired recently on NM PBS, you may currently view
it at your leisure through the following link:
https://portal.knme.org/video/however-wide-the-sky-places-of-power-eukgd6/

